
Natural resources chief
confirms sightings 

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

The alligator got plenty of attention just by making an appear-
ance.

Telephone calls and e-mails arrived soon after its photograph
appeared in the June 18 edition of Redstone Rocket. Greg Patch, a
photographer for Test Area 1, snapped the digital picture about 3
p.m. May 22 at Huntsville Spring Branch in TA 1.

“I was about 300 yards away when I shot it. I’d say he was any-
where between 12 to 15 feet long,” he said.

The alligator surfaced after heavy rain caused some flooding
locally; and he or she stayed on the bank about two straight days.
“That’s the first time I’ve actually seen one out of the water,” said
Patch, among six members of the Photo Instrumentation Group
who are affectionately called the PIGs.

“It makes you more aware of your surroundings out here,” he
said. “It makes you more careful if you’re out in the water taking
photos.”

The Rocket contacted the command Safety Office which for-
warded our questions to Danny Dunn, chief of natural resources
division in the Directorate of Environment and Safety. The ques-
tions and his answers follow.

How common are alligators on post? Where are they?
Dunn: “There are 1 to 3 that usually stay on the installation that

we know about. The most frequent sightings are on Test Areas 1
and 6. We don’t encourage people to try to find them.”

How did they get there?
Dunn: “They are most likely part of the group of alligators that

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service released on Wheeler National
Wildlife Refuge during the early 1980s in an attempt to help con-
trol the beaver population. Alligators really have no natural ene-
mies, excluding man, once they reach about 4-5 feet in length, and
may live 70 years in the wild. So we expect them to be around for
a long time.”

See Alligators on page 7
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Provost Marshal members
gain enforcement device 

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

A high-speed chase earlier this year
could have been averted with the newest
equipment in the Provost Marshal Office.

The intoxicated driver sped through
Gate 3 and was pursued throughout the
installation by security guards and police.
He was finally apprehended when
Huntsville police stopped his vehicle just
after he exited Gate 9.

With stop sticks, members of the
Provost Marshal Office would have been
able to stop the vehicle before the gate or
at the gate. About 20 of the 30 tire-defla-
tion devices have arrived so far from the
manufacturer.

“Stop sticks are a man-portable, man-
throwable device that gives us the ability
to prevent unauthorized vehicles from

See Sticks on page 7

Stop sticks deflate potential threats

Yes, Virginia, there really are alligators at Redstone

Photo by Skip Vaughn
TRAFFIC STOP— Military police Spec. Rene Wiggins demonstrates proper deploy-
ment of a stop stick. 
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Culture cloth

Greg Patch/Test Area-1 Photo Group
SUN BATHER— An alligator comes up for a little sun at Test
Area 1.
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Mike Luna, civilian
“I think it should be 16
years old to drive. That’s
one of the very first
points of maturity in
your life when you think
you’re an adult and any-
body can do that. Let
them drive at 16.”

The Redstone Rocket is published weekly on
Wednesday. The publisher will receive editorial content
for publication in The Redstone Rocket through the
Public Affairs Office, Army Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, Bldg. 5300 Room 5144, Redstone Arsenal AL
35898.

The civilian enterprise printer of the Redstone Rock-
et is The Huntsville Times, located at 2317 S. Memori-
al Parkway, Huntsville AL 35801.

The deadline for display and commercial classified is
5 p.m. Friday before Wednesday publication.
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the Army. The appearance of advertisements
in this publication, to include inserts and
supplements, does not constitute an
endorsement by the Department of the Army
of the products or services advertised within
this publication. 

The Redstone Rocket is distributed free of
cost to Army personnel at Redstone Arsenal, and

Research Park, Huntsville. Mailing rates off post
for The Rocket are $30 per year, tax included.
We do not guarantee timely delivery. "Third class
mail may receive deferred service. The Postal
Service does not guarantee the delivery of third
class mail within a specified time." (Article 630 of
the Domestic Mail Manual) We do not send sub-
scription renewal notices.

Everything advertised in this publication must
be made available for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to race, color, creed, sex or
national origin of the purchaser, user or patron. A
confirmed violation or rejection of this policy of
equal opportunity by an advertiser will result in
refusal to print advertising from that source.
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What should be the legal age
for driving?
By KELLEY LANE
Staff writer
kelleyqa@bellsouth.net

An open lane random survey

Sgt. Greg Hoel
“I think it
should be
16, with the
exception
of cell
phones.
The kids
who use
cell phones
should be
restricted from using them
when they’re driving until
they’re 18.”

Anne Hamilton,
retired military
“I have a 16-
year-old
daughter and
another one
that’s 16 and
will have to
wait until

she’s 18. I think it should be
16.”

Letters to the editor

Joel McGraw, civilian
“I thought it should be 16
when I was much younger,
but since I turned 66 I think
it should be 65 or older.”

The Provost Marshal Office provided
the following list of reported incidents:

June 21 — An individual dropping off
a soldier at Gate 10 was found to be in
possession of a controlled substance dur-
ing a vehicle inspection. Investigation
continues by the Provost Marshal Office.

June 21 — A soldier reported that
someone removed the headlights in his
lawn mower which was parked at his res-
idence. Investigation continues by the
Provost Marshal Office.

June 21 — A soldier reported that
someone removed his weed eater and
lawn mower which were parked at his
residence. Investigation continues by the
Provost Marshal Office.

June 22 — An individual is under
investigation after he dispensed gasoline
in his motor vehicle and then left the
Shoppette without rendering the proper
payment.  Investigation continues by the
Provost Marshal Office.

June 22 — A government laptop com-
puter was reported stolen at an off-post
location. Investigation continues by the
Huntsville Police Department.

June 23 — A contractor is under inves-
tigation after an investigation revealed
that he had been misusing his govern-
ment-provided computer to access unau-
thorized sexually explicit adult web sites.  

June 23 — A soldier reported that
someone removed his lawn mower from a
neighbor’s yard. Investigation continues
by the Provost Marshal Office.

June 23 — An individual was detained
after he was observed concealing items
and then exiting the Post Exchange with-
out rendering the proper payment. Inves-
tigation continues by the Provost Marshal
Office.

June 24 — A military dependant iden-
tification card was reported stolen at an
off-post location in Cullman. Investiga-
tion continues by the Cullman Police
Department.

June 25 — A contractor was found to
be in possession of a controlled substance
at Gate 10 during a vehicle inspection.
Investigation continues by the Provost
Marshal Office.

June 26 — A NASA employee report-
ed that someone removed his Redstone
Arsenal vehicle decal from his motor
vehicle while it was parked at an off-post
location.

Violation notices issued: speeding, 29;
parking violation, 4; no driver’s license
on person, 1; and possession of controlled
substances, 2. 

Crimes, accidents and other occurrences

 Ihave been employed in the same
building for the past 10 months and
the fire alarm system has been tested

on numerous occasions with us being
told before the test was done that it was
a test.

Well, today a group of fire inspectors
was going through our building (5436)
when they decided to activate the alarm
system checking strobes, based on my
observation of the fire personnel in the
building at the time.

We were a little complacent in that
none of us evacuated the building due to
the fire personnel were in the building
with no firefighting equipment, other
than the vehicle they rode over in, to
indicate that there was any fire or emer-
gency.

They criticized us for not leaving the
building when the alarm was ringing.
Eventually everyone did leave the build-
ing because we were told to by the fire
personnel but they were not satisfied
with our initial response to the alarm.

If the fire department wants to con-
duct a fire drill, would it behoove them
to at least stay outside the building, acti-
vate the alarm system then evaluate the
timely evacuation of the building instead
of parading through telling us we are to
leave the building at about the same time
the alarm is tested?

When fire drills are conducted in
schools, hospitals and the like, everyone
is notified of the fact before the drill.
Otherwise that could be construed as
crying wolf. If a real incident should take
place, it could lead to injury or death.

Oh by the way , after the drill, the
alarm was sounded a second time (15
minutes later) without fire personnel and
the response was to leave the building
but we were told that it was the repair
personnel that activated the alarm to con-
firm repairs and don’t leave the building.

Name withheld by request 

Editor’s note: The Garrison provided
the following response. “Thanks for the
opportunity to explain how fire drills are
conducted and why it is important to
evacuate the building when the alarm is
activated. A fire or evacuation drill is
totally different from the fire alarm test
conducted periodically by the installa-
tion support contractor.  

“The National Fire Codes require fire
alarms to be tested at certain frequen-
cies.  This includes the audible and visu-
al devices which are automatically or
manually activated when there is a fire in
the facility. The system also transmits a
signal to the fire station and generates a
pre-determined response of personnel,
apparatus and fire equipment. Before the
alarm test, building occupants are noti-
fied not to evacuate because we want to
minimize the disruption to the building
occupants. The day your facility conduct-
ed their fire drill, the fire alarm system
didn’t alert all areas in the building. The
alarm contractor came in and made the
notifications, repaired the system and
tested it to ensure it was operational.  

“A fire or evacuation drill is designed
to practice what you should do in case of
fire or other emergency that may require
a building’s evacuation. The firefighters
in the building, during the drill, were
checking to ensure all parts of the build-
ing were notified of the alarm. They also
walk through the building to ensure all
personnel evacuate. As you stated, per-
sonnel were a little complacent in that
none of you evacuated the building.  This
is why the firefighters were asking the
people to evacuate the building.  

“Since fires are always unexpected,
drills are conducted at different times
and people aren’t notified in advance.
The drills are scheduled with the facility
evacuation coordinator.  

“Thanks for your concern for your
safety and that of your co-workers.”

Alarm sounds for fire safety

AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 

WASHINGTON — Coalition forces
detained thousands of suspected Baath Party
members and sympathizers during Operations
Desert Scorpion and Sidewinder, Combined
Joint Task Force 7 officials said Monday.

Desert Scorpion, which launched June
15, has resulted in 1,330 individuals being
detained to date. Members of the 1st
Armored Division and the 4th Infantry

Division also confiscated hundreds of
weapons and thousands of rounds of
ammunition during the operation. 

Operation Sidewinder, which is prima-
rily in the 4th Infantry Division’s area,
began June 29, DoD officials said. Iron
Horse division soldiers conducted eight
raids on the first day of the operation. They
detained 32 people and confiscated a num-
ber of weapons. A Baath Party colonel was
among those detained, officials said.

Iraqi operations net Baath officials
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Local celebration
slated July 26 
By KELLEY LANE
Staff writer
kelleyqa@bellsouth.net

In 1941, just a few days after the attack
on Pearl Harbor, the island of Guam fell
to Japanese invaders. It became the only
populated American soil to be occupied
during World War II. For 31 months, resi-
dents of Guam endured oppression and
concentration camps while the war raged
around them. It is a memory many who
survived still recall vividly.

“I was liberated in Guam. I was 7 years
old,” retired Col. Frank Chargualaf said.
He is master-of-ceremonies for a local
celebration July 26 of the 59th anniver-
sary of the island’s liberation. 

An estimated 600 native Chamorro
people died during the 31-month occupa-
tion, including most of Chargualaf’s fam-
ily. At the onset of occupation, Chargualaf
was one of seven siblings. At its end only
he, his brother and mother were left. His
father had been taken to a prison camp
and his fate is unknown. Chargualaf said
all who lived through this period of

Guam’s history, including several other
families in the Huntsville area, have simi-
lar stories. 

U.S. forces landed on the beaches of
Guam on July 21, 1944. A three-week bat-
tle ensued with casualties on both sides in
the thousands. When the fighting was
over, Guam had been reclaimed by Amer-

ica and the concentration camps were no
more. In commemoration of their libera-
tion from Japanese occupation, July 21 is
celebrated annually by the territory of
Guam and by Guamanians worldwide. In
Guam itself, Liberation Day is a large car-
nival-type event with parades. Chargualaf
likens it to Mardi Gras in size and style.
Outside the island, the celebration varies
in style and size, but can be found any-
where Guamanians are present.

The last time a Guam Liberation Day
celebration was held at Redstone was
1991. Since then, Guamanian members of
the community have traveled to other
installations and areas to take part in larg-
er celebrations. Now 12 years later, they
are once again planning to celebrate the
59th anniversary of Guam’s liberation.

Size constraints and availability have
moved the party off post. Since the official
date falls on a Monday, the celebration
will be held on the following Saturday.
Chargualaf estimates the Guamanian pop-
ulation of the surrounding area to be about
30 families, and they expect another 200
or so guests from nearby states and com-
munities. Without a location on post avail-
able for the date that could accommodate
them, committee members have rented an

entire park in Meridianville on Kalea Lane
for this year’s festivities July 26.

Many activities are planned for the cel-
ebration which will begin at 1 p.m. Raffle
and door prizes plus games for kids are
being planned. Island dancing, always a
popular and colorful event, will be
demonstrated. A Chamorro band, Latte,
will perform various kinds of music. The
band takes its name from the culturally
important Latte Stones of Guam and is
comprised entirely of Guamanians.
Between performances, karaoke will be
available. Food, both Chamorro and
American, will be in abundance. Also
planned is a special thank you to the
American military, in particular World
War II veterans and those with a role in
the liberation of Guam.

“We want to honor and invite those
people to come to this celebration here in
Huntsville,” Chargualaf said. “Within the
area, within commuting distance or if they
live in Huntsville, we want them there as
our honored guests.”

Admission will be free to the public. For
more information, directions or to partici-
pate as a World War II veteran, call Char-
gualaf at 426-1150 or event host Gilbert
Manglona at 828-2274 or 509-7092.

Culture cloth

Guam natives to celebrate 59th anniversary of liberation

Photo by Kelley Lane
THANKFUL— Retired Col. Frank Char-
gualaf remembers well what liberation
meant to him and his family.

Sailors’ family members
experience life on ship
BY CRAIG WYSOCK
Staff writer
CWysock7@aol.com

To most people, a seven-day cruise from Hawaii to
San Diego sounds romantic, luxurious, relaxing, and
above all else, very enticing. 

But many interested patrons would quickly sway their
opinion when they read the itinerary and discovered
activities such as a firepower demo and realized that they
would be sharing a tri-level bunk with real members of
the Navy.

Oh yeah, and the name of the vessel: the USS Valley
Forge.

George Moore, a retired Army major, is not one of
those people. In fact, this trip turned out to be right up his
alley.

From May 27 through June 2, Moore and 47 other
applicants took part in the Navy’s “Operation Tiger
Cruise 2003,” a program offering sailors’ friends and
family members (“tigers”) the chance to experience what
life is like on a naval ship.

Due to the fact that this particular ship’s crew was all
male, only males were allowed to cruise with them. But
according to Moore, had women been allowed aboard,
many sailors would have chosen their mother or wife as
their civilian cruise partner.

Moore’s son Justin is a mess specialist, petty officer
third class aboard the Valley Forge and, along with some
375 other crew members, has just completed a seven-
month tour of duty in the Persian Gulf. 

As a member of the USS Constellation Carrier Strike
Group, the Valley Forge played a crucial role as the com-
mand and control platform for Special Forces units
(Navy SEALs and USMC Fast Platoons) for the seizing
of two Iraqi offshore oil platforms. And throughout Oper-

ation Iraqi Freedom combat operations, Valley Forge was
the closest U.S. cruiser or destroyer to Iraq.

After spending seven days with Justin and his ship-
mates, Moore gained even more respect for what the men
had just accomplished.

“I’m very, very proud of all those men,” Moore said.
“They all had great attitudes about what they had just
accomplished. No one was bragging, but from what I
saw, they all walked away with a lot of pride. It was a
great experience.”

The sailors were away from their friends and families
for more than seven months dating back to last Novem-
ber, but they did get to enjoy stops in port-of-calls such
as Bangkok, Singapore, Australia and, of course, Hawaii. 

The “tigers” were responsible for their own trans-
portation to Hawaii, but once onboard, costs were mini-
mal. However, it wasn’t as if there were elevators, spa-

cious living quarters or swanky seven-course meals to
speak of either. It was real Navy living. 

The 48 visitors were broken up into groups of 8-10
and after being assigned a group leader, they followed a
unique itinerary. 

“We basically got to see whatever we wanted,” Moore
said. “Things like the pilot house, engine room, galley, and
all the weapons systems were toured. I certainly have a
newfound respect for what those boats are capable of now.”

The guests even got to witness an air show in the mid-
dle of the Pacific Ocean as well. Due to restrictions on
flight speed and distance on the mainland, the “tigers”
were treated (depending on how you look at it) with a
few jets breaking the sound barrier no more than a cou-
ple of hundred feet away from the boat.

But Moore was quick to point out that the highlight of
the trip was sharing the experience of returning home to
San Diego and seeing thousands of loved ones waiting in
anticipation for the sailors’ return.

The Navy has a tradition called the “first kiss” and
while at sea, the crew holds a raffle to see who wins that
honor. The lucky sailor is allowed to be the first person
to set foot on shore and then receives his “prize.”

Following the first kiss, the new fathers are allowed
off to join their new additions. During their seven-month
deployment, 14 sailors became new fathers. After the
new dads climbed ashore, everyone else followed suit
and the trip was officially over.

Moore, who spends his days volunteering at Army
Community Service, was grateful for the opportunity he
had to share a week with his son. But when asked if he
had to do it all over again, Moore was quick to pick a
side.

“I didn’t get seasick and I sure would love to have the
chance to be in charge of that kind of unit, but I’d prob-
ably go Army again.”

After choosing to spend a week “cruising” on the USS
Valley Forge though, his choice just might be up for
debate. 

Father and son reunite aboard USS Valley Forge

Photo by Craig Wysock

HOME AGAIN— Retired Maj. George Moore, right,
spends quality time with his son Justin, who recent-
ly returned from a seven-month deployment in the
Persian Gulf. 
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